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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Concordia awards honorary degree to 


director of Thomas More Institute 


MONTREAL, May 20, 1980 -- Father Eric O'Connor, president and 
director of studies of the Thomas More Institute for Adult Education, wiil 
receive an honorary degree from Concordia University next month. 

O'Connor will be awarded the honorary doctorate in the Faculty 
of Arts and Science convocation, 8:30 p.m., June 9, in the Athletic 
Complex, Loyola campus, 7200 Sherbrooke Street West. 

One of the founding members of the Thomas More Institute, 
O'Connor served as its dean and vice-president from the time it was 
founded in 1945 until 1962. 

He entered the Society of Jesus in 1926, following studies for 
his B.A. at St. Mary's College (now St. Mary's University)in his native 
Halifax, was ordained in 1939 and completed his Licentiate in Theology 
in 1940, after studies in Guelph, Toronto and Weston, Massachusetts. 

In the meantime, O'Connor also completed an M.A. in mathematics 
and physics (1935) at the University of Toronto, taught mathematics and 
physics (1935-36) at Loyola College, Montreal, and, after completing 
his theological studies, took his Ph.D. in mathematics at Harvard. 

O'Connor returned to Loyola College in 1941 as a professor of 
mathematics, where he remained full-time until 1974, serving on the 
Loyola Senate (1965-71) and on its Board of Trustees (1970-74). Since 
1974, O'Connor has been a part-time lecturer at Concordia. He has also 
served on its Board of Governors (1974-78). 

In addition, O'Connor served as English secretary of the 
Canadian Mathematical Congress (1945-73), was a member of the Associate 
Committee on Pure and Applied Mathematics of the National Research Council 
of Canada (1954-63) and has lectured in mathematics at McGill University 
and St. Louis University (Missouri). 

He was a member of the board of directors, as well as chairman, 
of the Center for the Study of Liberal Education for Adults (Chicago, 1959- 
62), a member of the Commission of Adult Education of the Superior 
Council of Education of Quebec (1969-73) and a member of the Ontario 


Institute for Studies in Education review committee, studying education 


and training in federal penitentiaries. 
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POUR DIFFUSION IMMEDIATE L'Université Concordia remet un doc- 


torat honoris causa au directeur de 
1T'Institut Thomas More 


MONTREAL, Te 20 mai 1980 -- Le Pére Eric O'Connor, directeur de 1'Insti- 
tut Thomas More pour adultes, dont i] est également le directeur des études, 
recevra un doctorat honoris causa lors de la collation des grades de la Faculté 
des arts et des sciences de 1'Université Concordia, qui aura lieu le 9 juin a 
20 h 30, au pavillon des sports du campus Loyola, 7200, rue Sherbrooke ouest. 

Membre fondateur de 1'Institut Thomas More Je Pére O'Connor en a été 
le doyen et vice-président depuis sa fondation en 1945 jusqu'en 1962. 

En 1926, i] entre a la Société de Jésus aprés avoir fait son B.A. au 
St. Mary's College (maintenant la St. Mary's University) de Halifax, sa ville 
natale. I1 est ordonné prétre en 1939 et obtient sa licence en théologie en 
1940, aprés avoir étudié & Guelph, 4 Toronto, et a Weston, au Massachusetts. 

Entretemps, il fait une maftrise en mathématiques et en physique (1935) 
4 1'Université de Toronto, enseigne ces deux matiéres au Collége Loyola de Mon- 
tréal (1935-1936) et, aprés avoir terminé ses études en théologie, entreprend 
son doctorat en mathématiques 4 Harvard. 

Il retourne au Collége Loyola en 1941, en qualité de professeur de ma- 
thématiques, ot i] enseigne 4 temps complet jusqu'en 1974, en plus de siéger au 
Sénat (1965-1971) et au Conseil d'administration (1970-1974) de Loyola. Depuis 
1974, il est chargé de cours & 1'Université Concordia, dont i] a d'ailleurs été 
membre du Conseil d‘administration de 1974 4 1978. 

En outre, le Pére O'Connor a 6té secrétaire de langue anglaise du Cana- 
dian Mathematical Congress (1945-1973); il a également participé 4 1 ‘Associate 
Committee on Pure and Applied Mathematics du Conseil national de recherches du 
Canada, de 1954 & 1963, et a enseigné les mathématiques 4 1'Université McGill 
et a la St. Louis University, au Missouri. 

De plus, il a présidé le Conseil d'administration du Centre for the 
Study of Liberal Education for Adults (Chicago, 1959-1962) et participé 4 la 
Commission de 1'éducation des adultes du Conseil supérieur de 1'Education du 
Québec (1969-1973) ainsi qu'au comité d'examen de I'Institut d'études pédago- 
giques de 1'Ontario, ot i] a investigué les programmes d'enseignement et de 
formation dans les pénitenciers fédéraux. 
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